RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
Maxwell, studied mathematics under Hopkins, the great " coach " at that time, who had taught Stokes and William Thomson, and scored 17 Senior Wranglers before he retired. Routh was Senior Wrangler and bracketed with Clerk Maxwell for the Smith Prize. He began taking pupils soon after taking his degree, and it was not long before practically all the best men came to him for tuition. He found time, in spite of all his private teaching, to write a good many papers containing original researches in mathematics. These were all of high quality ; his most important work was, however, in the essay, " A Treatise on the Stability of Motion, particularly Steady Motion ", with which he won the Adams Prize in 1877. In this he introduced what he called " a modified Lagrangean Function " which increased greatly the scope and power of Lagrange's method, the most general and powerful of all dynamical methods. Routh1 s work has been of fundamental importance in the application of dynamics to problems in physics. He anticipated Sir William Thomson and von Helmholtz, who had independently discovered the same theorem. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society for his contribution to mathematics.
The regularity of Routh's life was almost incredible ; his occupation during term time could be expressed as a mathematical function of the time which had only one solution. I believe one who had attended his lectures could have told what he had been lecturing upon at a particular hour, and on a particular day, over a period of twenty-five years. The fact that year after year he gave the same lectures at the same time did not make him stale as it would most people. He might, as far as one could judge from his manner, have been delivering each lecture for the fir t time.
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